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Abstract

Achieving scientific authority is one of the
emphases that has been emphasized in the
Supreme Leader’s orders and it is considered
as a strategy in the country’s scientific
programs in recent years. In the past years,
researchers have investigated the dimensions
of scientific authority from different aspects.
Universities are the main scientific centers of
the country and play the most important role in
achieving scientific authority. With a systemic
view, it can be understood that the movement
of universities as components of the country’s
scientific system towards scientific authority
will lead to the achievement of the country’s
scientific system to regional and international
authority. If we consider each university as
a set of components related to each other,
to achieve the scientific authority of a
university, its various components must also
move towards achieving scientific authority.
One of the most important pillars of the
university’s education and research system is
the academic fields in which professors and
students are engaged in learning and acquiring
knowledge. Trying to achieve the authority of
a university’s fields will help the university to
achieve scientific authority. On the other hand,
the approach taken by the ranking systems
for thematic ranking of universities (which
can include one or more disciplines) doubles
the importance of this matter. As a result, in
this research, the research problem has been
defined as identifying the factors that affect the
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achievement of the authority of the disciplines.
Academic disciplines play a role in achieving
scientific authority from different perspectives,
but their effectiveness is different. Therefore,
finding authority indicators from the
perspective of disciplines can be considered
a new concept in the field of studies related
to scientific authority. The purpose of this
research is to identify the authority indicators
of fields from the perspective of experts. This
research was conducted at Allameh Tabataba’i
University one of the important universities
in the country to identify these indicators
from the perspective of prominent professors,
educational and research experts. The results
of this research can be generalized on a wider
level and in other universities.

Because the issue of authority components of
disciplines has been less discussed in previous
research, it was first necessary to identify any
component that is related to scientific authority,
especially related to academic disciplines,
by reviewing the literature and previous
researches. This work was done in the second
part and in the third part the most important
concepts that we need in this research were
explained. But to complete these components,
it is necessary to use the opinion of experts.
Allameh Tabataba’i University, as a specialized
university in the field of humanities and one
of the first-level universities in the country,
has defined one of its main goals to achieve
scientific authority in the field of humanities.
The area chosen to conduct this research is
Allameh Tabataba’i University.

In the first part of the research, the databases
of Science Direct and Google Scholar were
searched between 2000 to 2022 with the
keywords of scientific authority, field authority,
the competitive advantage of the university
and its Latin equivalents. Among the 618
related articles found, four criteria of keyword
assignment, research topic, access level to the
article and screening were used to include or
not include the research. Among these, articles
related to non-academic fields were excluded.
Again, the articles were reviewed in terms of
repetition and availability, and the remaining
112 articles were reviewed in terms of content,
quality, and methodology, and finally, the
remaining 21 articles were carefully reviewed.
In the second part of the research, in order
to calculate additional indicators, semi-
structured interviews with an exploratory
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approach have been used. According to the
purpose of this research, which is to identify
the factors affecting scientific authority,
Allameh Tabataba’i University was selected as
a specialized humanities university and one of
the pioneers of the movement towards scientific
authority to conduct research. According to the
developed strategic plan of the university, the
main goal is to achieve scientific authority in
humanities which is the dominant discourse
of the university. In this connection, experts
who had outstanding educational and research
records and opinions in the field of scientific
authority were introduced through the
supervision and evaluation office of the Vice-
Chancellor of Allameh Tabataba’i University.
Among the people, a semi-structured interview
was conducted with 16 experts who were
willing to be interviewed.

Examining the results of this research
showed that the main components affecting
the scientific authority of the fields include:

Customization/Islamization, Applicability,
Identity, Technological infrastructure,
Promotional activities, Attractiveness,

International interactions, and Employment of
prominent professors.

Some of the components of authority need
to spend money and resources, which needs
some kind of prioritization according to
the limitations that exist. The components
identified and confirmed in this research can
help in the evaluation of university courses
to achieve scientific authority. The fields that
get more points according to the indicators
mentioned in this research can be called
authoritative fields. Universities should focus
on these fields due to budget limitations to
achieve scientific authority. On the other hand,
other disciplines can use the values of the
indicators related to authoritative disciplines
as their goal to improve and move towards
scientific authority.
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