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Abstract

Nowadays, elites play a crucial role as the
scientific capital of a country and contribute
significantly to its development, which heavily
relies on them. One of the most significant
challenges facing human capital in a country
is the issue of emigration of elites. Iran, as a
developing country, comprises a considerable
portion of its population as young students,
graduates, and university elites. Also like
other developing countries, it faces challenges
of emigration of specialists and scientific
elites, which part of these professionals and
elites leaving the country to improve their
educational and professional conditions.
Given that the esteemed Supreme Leader
has always emphasized scientific elites as
significant assets and pillars of the country’s
development, attention to the importance
of preserving and retaining researchers and
scientific elites is essential. On the other hand,
nurturing elites, and preserving elites are
crucial scientific dimensions for the scientific
authority framework. Scientific authority
refers to the scientific focal point that has been
addressed by the esteemed Supreme Leader
in the scientific discourse of the country.
According to the Supreme Leader’s point of
view, Iran ranks among the top countries in
terms of untapped human capacities. Given
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the various damages lurking for scientific
elites, It is required to pay more attention to
the elite society. In this regard, this research
aims to explain the reasons for the importance
of supporting the elite community. The scope
of this research consists of statements from
the Supreme Leaders regarding the protection
and support of researchers and scientific elites.
Data were collected through documentary
study and Thematic analysis. Statements of
the Supreme Leader related to the subject
of scientific elites were collected from the
information base of the Official Website of the
Office for the Preservation and Publication of
the Works of the Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali
Khamenei. The thematic analysis method was
used to identify and discover themes regarding
the importance of supporting scientific elites.
To extract codes the text of the statements
of the esteemed leadership was scrutinized.
After analyzing the data through the thematic
analysis process, 62 themes were extracted.
For the validation of findings, in addition
to studying theoretical background, codes
selected from the text of the Supreme Leaders
were continuously reviewed and presented to
two experts. The global themes extracted as
research findings include: ““ honoring elites,”
“supporting elites,” and “responsibility of
elites.” In the theme table, the global theme
“honoring elites” consists of 19 basic themes
and 2 organizing themes, “the functional
importance and necessity of paying attention to
elites”, and “the spiritual importance of elites
and their orientations”. Also, the global theme
“supporting of elites”, with 24 basic themes
and 2 organizing themes, “the importance
of supporting and maintenance of elites”,
and “the importance of paying attention to
the capabilities of elites and their growth”.
Furthermore, the global theme “responsibility
of elites” also consists of 19 basic themes
and 2 organizing themes, ‘“the ethical
responsibility of elites” and “the importance
of elites from a religious perspective”. The
findings of the present research pointed out
the significance of supporting scientific elites
in their contribution to the country’s economic
and social development, as well as their
crucial role in achieving the goals of scientific
authority. The support of nurtured elites is
identified as an important scientific dimension
in the scientific authority domain. This factor
itself indicates that supporting scientific

elites as one of the important dimensions is
considered essential for achieving scientific
authority goals. Therefore, it is necessary
to consider spiritual dimensions such as
attention and strengthening of religious and
revolutionary ideals in the policymaking of
elite areas as a policy proposal. Additionally,
given the emphasis of the esteemed Supreme
Leader on the role and position of elites, there
is a need to strengthen a sense of responsibility
among elites and strengthen the subject of
identity and national ideals among them in
elite policymaking areas.
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