Rehyaft

Summer 2021 No. 82

DOI Code: 10.22034/rahyaft.2021.10600.1182

How Can Universities Engage with Society?
Searching for a New Approach to Universities' Third
Mission in Iran

Hoda Izadi', Seyed Mahmoud Hoseini’*, Ali Asadi® & Amir Alambaigi*

1. PhD Student of Agricultural Education, Department of Economics and Development, College of Agriculture
and Natural Resources, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

2. Professor of Agricultural Extension and Education, Department of Economics and Development, College of
Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
3. Professor of Agricultural Management and Development, Department of Economics and Development,
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

4. Assistant Professor of Agricultural Extension and Education, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources,
University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

Received: 12, Feb. 2021 Accepted: 14, Aug. 2021
Pages 127-144

Abstract

There is a widespread consensus regarding the role and function of the universities in society
concerning the ways of their response to economic and social challenges and fostering intellectual,
productive, and engaged citizens in participation through the third mission. However, it seems that
there is not a single agreed-upon definition and clear picture of the concept of academic engagement
and the third mission of the university. Using an analytical review method, this article with a critical
perspective examines five approaches of university engagement with society, namely knowledge
factory, interaction with industry, technological entrepreneurship, social entrepreneurship,
sustainability approach, and systemic interaction. These approaches were compared based on nine
factors, including philosophy, goals, orientation, beneficiaries, influencing factors, political Context,
innovation approach, time framework, and communication channels. The purpose of this process was
to clarify the differences existing among the five approaches to the university engagement with
society; to provide a broad perspective of university engagement and understand the nature and
characteristic features of the appropriate approaches to the third mission in universities based on the
Iranian environmental/contextual situation. The results indicated that the third mission of the
university is an evolving mission that differs from its conventional definition and economic focus and
technology transfer methods. Choosing the appropriate approach of interaction in a given university is
a complex issue, which requires solving the complexity and obtaining a clear picture of the university's
interaction with society. That, in turn, depends on clarifying five complicated issues of the intention or
purpose of the interaction, understanding or imagining the interaction, historical development of the
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university, the organizational structure of the university, and the meaning of interaction from the
perspective of stakeholders.
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