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Abstract

Today, one of the most important indicators
and criteria for evaluating the significance and
determining the impact of research conducted
in the form of research articles and monographs
is the determination of the citation count for
these works. The Impact Factor of an academic
journal is a metric that presents and displays
the annual average number of references to
articles published in that journal, and it is a
significant and influential factor in precisely
defining the position and importance of the
research and studies in that reference.

This scholarly reference indicates the complete
competence and eligibility of that reference
for citation in the explanation and analysis of
issues, and, more importantly, in the discovery
of solutions in addressing dilemmas and
challenges—an aspect that has been deemed
reasonable and acceptable in today’s world
and is one of humanity’s most important
achievements in overcoming uncertainties and
ambiguities.

Explaining the concept and nature of scholarly
reference in art is one of the most important
subjects in the field of theoretical art studies
within our thoughts and culture. The illustrious
history of art and architecture in this land,
and more importantly, its profound influence
across the wide geography of the Islamic world
(from the Hassan II Mosque in Casablanca,
Morocco, to certain Islamic architectures in
China) express an immensely rich and deep
cultural foundation for the theoretical and
structural aspects of Iranian Islamic art and
architecture.

This depth and grandeur, beauty and majesty,
along with perfection and intellect, are
undoubtedly rooted in Islamic teachings and,
especially, Iranian thought. They rapidly paved
their way across the far reaches of the Islamic
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civilization and beyond, leaving profound
impacts on the role and form in the art and
architecture of other lands. In this manner,
the true concept of artistic reference emerged,
and great works served as a testament to this
culture’s influence on the global art scene.
I have discussed this meaning in detail in
some of my articles, such as ‘Islamic Art and
Architecture: Global Capabilities’ and ‘Iran
and Europe: Confluence of Color, Light, and
Beauty.

But what we have said about the grandeur and
splendor of Iranian Islamic art and architecture
is faced with serious challenges in the present
age. The absence of a theoretical framework
for art and aesthetics in the Islamic civilization
and the Westernization of our artistic endeavors
over the past century have distanced art from
its intrinsic and spiritual identity, sometimes
even transforming it into its opposite.

It must be acknowledged that, just as we
modeled our educational system on Western
models in the sciences, we also borrowed their
system in art. In fact, we explicitly proclaimed
our distance from a truth that considered the
beauty of a work in terms of its meaning, form,
and function simultaneously (traditional arts).
The distinction between practical arts and fine
arts was severely discredited in its text, much
like the path Western thought initiated with
Immanuel Kant and his misinterpretations of
the philosophy of art.

Westerners entered a new world, not in
pursuit of interpreting the world but changing
it (as Karl Marx famously noted), leading
to a profound transformation in many of the
concepts governing their thought and life.
In the midst of this, art also fell under the
influence of this storm and underwent essential
changes in its essence.

I reiterate, especially when Kant spoke of
disinterestedness in art (which, in turn, led to
movements in the realm of art and literature)
and sought to make art devoid of any
commitment or function, fine arts emerged.
This term emphasized the aesthetic nature
of art and disregarded any other dimension
or aspect. This was not all; art transcended
all moral boundaries in certain aspects and
created a world where the distinction between
art and non-art or value and anti-value was
either unclear or faded.

In this way, we distanced ourselves from those
foundations and meanings. Although extensive

efforts have been made since the Islamic
Revolution to revive an art identity based on
tradition, the onslaught from one side and the
absence of a coherent artistic school in our
civilization system have dimmed the intensity
of these efforts.

Note: The text appears to be discussing the
challenges and changes in Iranian Islamic
art and the influence of Western thought and
artistic trends on it.

This article, using a descriptive-analytical
method and relying on well-documented
historical evidence, endeavors to explain the
ontological foundations of art and architecture,
as well as the unparalleled reference of Iranian
Islamic art and architecture throughout its
history. It explains from the standpoint of the
worthy and deserving status of this art, which
unfortunately faces serious challenges today.
Challenges, of course, can be overcome with
careful planning and scholarly efforts.
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