Article Type: Research Paper

Vol. 33 | No.1 | Serial 89 | Mar. 2023
Received: 2023.11.30

Revised: 2024.03.03

Accepted: 2024.05.10

Published Online: 2024.06.19

Pages: 81-94

P-ISSN: 1027-2690

E-ISSN: 2783-4514

Keywords

Tolerance, Scientific Authority, Civilization,
Islamic Civilization, Elites.

1. © Professor of Information Technology
Management, Tarbiat Modares University,
Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author)
ghazinoory@modares.ac.ir
ORCID: 0000-0002-6761-4694

2. PhD in Science and Technology Policy, Tarbiat
Modares University, Tehran, Iran
mehdifatemy@modares.ac.ir
ORCID: 0000-0002-4095-5675

3. PhD Candidate of Science and Technology
Policy, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran
javadamani@modares.ac.ir
ORCID: 0000-0001-9992-2977

Cite This Paper: Ghazinoory, S., Fatemi, M,,
Amani, J. (2023). The Role of Tolerance in Scientific
Authority, Civilization, and the Emergence of Elites.
Rahyaft, 33 (1), 81-94. (Persian).

DOI: 10.22034/RAHYAFT.2024.11535.1470

@ 0 a Publisher: National Research Institute for
AT Science Policy (N.R.I.S.P)

The Role of Tolerance
in Scientific Authority,
Civilization, and the

Emergence of Elites

1. Sepehr Ghazinoory <
2. Mehdi Fatemi
3. Javad Amani

Abstract

As one of Iran’s main goals, the revival of
the Islamic golden age requires excellence in
various components of power. Scientific and
technological progress has a vital role because,
besides having soft power, it is the driving
force for strengthening other components.
Therefore, the Supreme Leader focused on
scientific authority for the first time in 2014
and highlighted the necessity of planning
to achieve scientific authority numerously.
Besides the stunning scientific achievements
before Islam (from the Medes to the Sassanids),
Iran achieved scientific authority under the
great Islamic civilization. However, Iran and
other Islamic countries have followed Western
civilization in science and technology in
recent centuries. Although Iran has boosted its
scientific publications recently, it is far from
scientific authority - even at the regional level
- according to more complex indicators (e.g.,
h-index and the number of universities ranked
among the top 500 universities in the world).
Also, experts suggest that the sole focus on
quantitative indicators (e.g., publication of
articles or patents) will not lead to scientific
authority in the long run, especially in
humanities. Therefore, the participation of
policymakers, elites, and society is necessary
to achieve scientific authority. Also, the history
of the emergence of the Iranian elites indicates
that wars and political dictatorships weaken
the flow of knowledge but cannot diminish
scientific efforts. However, intellectual
suppression has prevented the emergence of
elites in various periods. Therefore, tolerance
can support scientific authority and the revival
of the Islamic-Iranian civilization.

Tolerance means respecting, accepting, and
honoring cultures through freedom of speech.
Although the current construction of tolerance
has its roots in the thought of Western
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philosophers (e.g., John Locke, Sir Thomas
Hobbes, John Stuart Mill, and Francois
Voltaire), it can be traced back to various
cultures and specifically in the Qur’an and
Islamic religious tradition as God’s universal
mercy, Prophet’s kindness, and the desire for
peace and dialog. Among Islamic thinkers
and mystics, many emphasize tolerance
and pluralism in Islamic thought within the
framework of the interpretability of Shariat
and the multiplicity of paths to reach the truth.
Sadr considers tolerance the key to promoting
the core ideas of religions in society. Nasafi
believes distinctions are rooted in imitators’
emphasis on words and neglecting their
meaning. Rumi has also explained the unity
of purpose and the need to tolerate people
with different preferences. Finally, Shabestari
goes beyond other mystical interpretations
and observes the reflection of truth, even in
idolaters.

In the history of Iran and the Islamic
world, tolerance institutionalizes peaceful
coexistence and provides an opportunity to
expand transcendental ideas. Pre-Islamic
Iranians often had numerous and close ties
with religious minorities, but this solidarity
stopped after the rise of Islam with the
intensification of conflicts between different
religions. Although the imposition of the
official religion continued to deepen the crisis,
with the beginning of the Shiite rule of Buyid
in Iran in the fourth century, tolerance was
promoted as the cornerstone of the flourishing
of Islamic civilization, with Avecinna and Abu
Rayhan al-Biruni as pioneering elites. This
process was not continued in the following
centuries by the Ghaznavid and Seljuq rulers,
leading to the decline of Islamic civilization,
which ended with the Mongols’ invasion.
The Mongol rulers also adopted a tolerance
policy given their foreign identity, resulting
in the emergence of elites such as Jamshid al-
Kashi and Kamal Khujandi and preventing the
scientific collapse in Iran. During the Safavid
dynasty - especially the reign of Abbas the
Great - a circle of elites, including Baha al-Din
al-Amili and Mulla Sadra, was formed again.
This process did not last long, resulting in
scientific downfall during the Afsharid, Zandi,
and Qajar dynasties.
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