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Abstract

Although new communication and information
technologies are rapidly spreading around the
world, publishing remains a major component
of national power at global level because
science is seen as one of its key components.
This power enables it to play a more important
role in the development of the world
community and to exert greater influence on
other countries. Science presents a universal
challenge, with its advancements applicable
worldwide and considered a fundamental
component of human civilization. However,
due to the unique cultural, social, and economic
circumstances of various regions, despite the
similarities, there are differences with other
places. In order to achieve a stronger position
in international scientific communities, it is
necessary to strengthen the country’s science
publishing ecosystem by tackling pathology
and removing barriers. This will improve the
quality of life, inform decisions and enhance
science’s output. This will improve the
quality of life, inform decisions and enhance
science’s output. In addition to promoting the
development of Scientific Communication,
ensuring that all research findings are
accessible in one place and reducing costs,
compliance with ethical principles will be
further promoted. In this research, we have
explored the complex challenges facing the
Iranian scientific publishing ecosystem in order
to find out which obstacles are preventing an
effective implementation of a robust scholarly
publication system.

This research employed a qualitative
methodology, utilizing content analysis to
delve into the experiences and perspectives
of Iranian scientific publishing experts. The
primary data collection tool was a semi-
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structured interview, designed to elicit rich
and nuanced insights from participants. A
purposive sample of 19 specialists, actively
engaged in scientific or executive roles within
scientific centers, was selected for the study.
These individuals, representing the research
community, provided valuable perspectives on
the intricacies of scientific publishing within
Iran. To facilitate data analysis, the researchers
utilized MaxQDA software. Within this
platform, answers to each interview question
were meticulously coded as open codes,
allowing for the identification of patterns,
themes, and recurring ideas across participant
responses. This systematic approach enabled
the researchers to extract meaningful
insights from the qualitative data, providing
a comprehensive understanding of Iranian
scientific publishing experts’ experiences and
contributing valuable knowledge to the field.
The obstacles to the scientific publishing
ecosystem were examined in 4 dimensions,
which include the disadvantages of the lack
of an integrated system in the direction of
scientific publishing, possible issues in the
implementation of the scientific publishing
system in Iran, Lack of determination of
responsibility and management in the scientific
publishing system. The lack of identification of
the core players in the planning and decision-
making of scientific publishing.

The problems of the scientific publishing
ecosystem of Iran are generally divided into
current problems and future problems of the
scientific publishing. The findings of this
research in the field of current problems include
the lack of integration of science publishing
systems, the lack of foresight and forecasting
for future crises, the lack of a defined
institution for the management of scientific
publishing; And in the section of future
problems include the non-comprehensive laws
or outdated regulations and the lack of laws
that are suitable for an integrated system of
scientific publication, the exclusive rules given
to some organizations according to the statutes
or regulations, the lack of concern and priority
of the future of scientific publication for
policy makers and the scientific community,
independence and reluctance of scientific
centers to participate in the integrated system
of'scholarly publications. Therefore, according
to the identified obstacles in the scientific
publishing ecosystem of this country, it is

necessary to remove or reduce the obstacles
before launching the scholarly publication
system through education, awareness and
clarification.

Differences of opinion between experts on
the management and decision making process
for planning, organizing and foresight of the
scholarly publication ecosystem indicate that
a strategic plan for this ecosystem is required
the participation of different stakeholders like
political and governmental institutions.This
participation and collaboration can contribute
to reducing conflict of interests, increasing
responsibility and creating fair conditions for
beneficiaries in the preparation of a country’s
policy on the scholarly publication ecosystems.
It is therefore possible, through joint and
concerted efforts and cooperation, to set up a
national System of Scholarly Publishing that
will be responsible for the management and
development of an ecosystem of Scientific
Publications.
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