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Abstract

In recent decades, ethics has evolved from
a primarily philosophical discipline into a
pivotal interdisciplinary field within global
research. Rapid scientific, social, and
technological transformations have positioned
ethics at the center of contemporary inquiry.
As a framework for guiding human and social
conduct, ethics now plays a crucial role in
addressing complex issues spanning bioethics,
medical ethics, artificial intelligence, climate
change, and social justice-challenges that
demand both theoretical reflection and
empirical investigation.

This study analyzes Iranian scholars’
contributions to ethics research, examining the
conceptual and structural characteristics of this
field and identifying major research clusters
and their thematic orientations. A bibliometric
approach was adopted, combining quantitative
content analysis and co-word analysis. Persian-
language articles were retrieved from the
Islamic World Science Citation Center (ISC)
using “ethics” as atitle keyword, while English-
language data were collected from Scopus by
searching for “ethic*” in titles, abstracts, and
keywords, restricted to publications affiliated
with Iran. The data were processed using
VOSviewer, UCINET, and BibExcel. The
Persian dataset (2008—2023; 3,619 documents)
and the English dataset (1995-2024; 1,624
documents) yielded 15,323 and 6,560
keywords, respectively. After standardization,
6,675 unique Persian and 3,191 unique English
terms were analyzed, producing 182x182 and
171x171 co-occurrence matrices. K-means
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clustering was used to map the conceptual
structure, and a strategic diagram identified
mature and emerging research areas.

The Persian corpus revealed nine clusters-
moral virtue, professional ethics, bioethics,
ethics in the Qur’an, general ethics, research
ethics, nursing ethics, Islamic ethics, and
political ethics. The English corpus included
ten clusters-professional ethics, Islamic ethics,
research ethics, moral philosophy, medical
ethics, bioethics, code of ethics, ethical
performance evaluation, moral courage, and
ethical leadership. While there is substantial
thematic overlap between Persian and
English research, English-language studies
are more heavily concentrated in the medical
sciences. Both datasets demonstrate a shift
from foundational moral concepts toward
more diverse and interdisciplinary themes.
Notably, professional ethics emerged as a
central cluster in both contexts, though with
differing emphases: in Persian literature, it
aligns with Islamic work ethics, organizational
commitment, and social responsibility (a
“motor theme” in the first quadrant), whereas
in English-language research, it encompasses
nursing and qualitative studies (a “basic and

transversal theme” in the fourth quadrant).
A major gap in Persian-language research
is the limited engagement with emerging
technological ethics, including big data and
artificial intelligence.

Overall, the findings reveal a dual and
context-dependent  knowledge  structure
shaped by linguistic and institutional
boundaries. Persian-language ethics research
orients around religio-political and indigenous
professional themes, while English-language
research aligns more closely with global
discourses and applied issues. This duality
reflects the responsiveness of Iranian scholars
to distinct scholarly audiences, presenting
both challenges and opportunities. Theoretical
depth in Persian works represents a valuable
resource for global ethics scholarship,
whereas limited engagement with emerging
technologies signals an urgent research gap.
By providing a comparative conceptual map,
this study assists policymakers and researchers
in identifying strengths and weaknesses across
both discourses, facilitating dialogue between
local and global perspectives, and guiding
future ethics research toward addressing real-
world societal challenges.
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